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	Dear Participant,

We here provide some basic information relating to traveling and staying in Budapest where the workshop will be held. We hope that you will have a productive and memorable time in Budapest.



Host and location of the meeting 

The venue of the meeting is the Central European Univeristy.  The University is situated in the middle of town, right on the left bank of River Danube. The address of the University is the following: 1051 Budapest, Nádor utca 9. 

Arriving to Budapest
If you arrive to Budapest by flight, we recommend using the Airport Shuttle Bus (“Airport Minibus”) to get directly to the Hotel. Airport Minibuses take a couple of passengers (usually not more than 3 or 4) to their specific destinations and are much more reasonable than taxis. Airport Minibuses are comfortable, clean and the drivers can talk at least a few words in English. On arrival, you should go to the Airport Minibus Counter, tell them your destination and you will be asked to wait a couple of minutes (usually about 5 minutes) for the next bus to depart. It is advisable to buy a return ticket and your hotel can call them before you leave from Budapest. You can find the prices for single and return tickets on the airport website:  http://bud.hu/english/transport 
You can also take public transportation from the airport to the city, which is a bit longer but also a cheaper option. 
If you arrive by train or bus, you can choose public transportation (see details about public transportation later), or take a taxi. If you take a taxi make sure that the driver starts the meter when you enter the car (the meter starts with a minimum amount, usually around 200 HUF). The prices must be shown on the car, if you do not see them, ask for the prices from the driver before leaving.
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If you arrive by car you will need a map to find your hotel. You can find a searchable map of Budapest at http://www.fsz.bme.hu/hungary/budapest/cgi-bin/search or look up Google Maps.
Public Transportation

Public transportation in Budapest is excellent. You can reach any point in town by bus, tram or underground. Budapest has three lines of underground connecting the main railway stations and the city centre.

Tickets for all public transportation facilities are identical and are valid for one trip not depending on how far you want to travel. We suggest you buying a day or week ticket if you would like to do some trips in town. Alternatively you can buy a ticket for just one ride or a transfer ticket if you have to change one or more times. 
About currency and related issues

The official currency of Hungary is Forint (“Ft” or “HUF”). 
Generally you can use your credit or debit cards for paying at the Hotel, in most of the bigger shops, supermarkets, restaurants, etc. (most common cards accepted are Visa, Eurocard/Mastercard and Maestro - suitable for POS terminal use). If you need cash (e.g. for taxi), we recommend using a cash dispenser (“Bankomat”), which you can find virtually all around the town (e.g. at the airport). There you get usually better exchange rates than by exchange agencies. 

For planning the amount of cash to exchange, you can calculate with prices a little bit lower than in Western Europe (e.g. Germany).
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You can expect Western European level of safety on the streets of Budapest. It is not recommended to leave your money or papers or other valuables unattended. If you arrive by car, we recommend you to use guarded parking lots in the town. Never leave valuables in your car.

Alternative programs

If you plan extensive sightseeing activities we advice you to purchase a Budapest Card, which is a sort of season ticket to several highlights of the town. 

The Card offers its holders more than a hundred services:

· unlimited travel on public transport

· free entry to 60 museums and to some sights

· sightseeing tour for half price

· reduced price tickets for cultural and folklore programmes

· discounts in restaurants and spas

· discount for car rental, sports facilities and in many other places
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The services of the card are detailed in a 100-page, colored publication in Hungarian, English, German and Italian languages. This publication introduces the use of the Budapest Card and the servicing enterprises (with photo, address, opening hours, entrance fees and discounts). 

It is available at more than 250 places in Budapest: main metro ticket offices, tourist information bureaus, travel agencies, hotels and the airport, and abroad at major tour operators, and several representations of Malév Hungarian Airlines.
For tourist information and alternative cultural programs, please take a look at the following web pages:

http://www.inyourpocket.com/hungary/budapest/en/
http://www.budapestinfo.hu/en/index.html
http://www.kulturinfo.hu/
We wish you a pleasant stay in Budapest! 
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